DHR\ Virginia Department of Historic Resources

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION FORM (PIF) for INDIVIDUAL PROPERTIES

DHR No. (to be completed by DHR staff) _ 128-0012

Purpose of Evaluation
Please use the following space to explain briefly why you are seeking an evaluation of this property.

Villa Heights is a distinct and impressive structure with a great deal of architectural, social, and cultural history
relevant to both the Virginia frontier and to Roanoke City’s early development. After ten years of vacancy and a
tire in 2011, the house is in a state of disrepair and is in need of an extensive rehabilitation. The applicants are
seeking an evaluation to potentially seek eligibility for the Historic Register and to potentially utilize the State and
Federal Historic Tax Credit program to restore the structure back to its historic legacy.

Are you interested in applying for State and/or Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits?  Yes __x No

Are you interested in receiving more information about DHR’s easement program? Yes __ X No

1. General Property Information

Property name: Villa Heights
Property address: 2750 Hoover Street NW
City or Town:___Roanoke, VA
Zip code: 24017

Name of the Independent City or County where the property is located: Roanoke
City

Category of Property (choose only one of the following):
Building __ x Site Structure Object

2. Physical Aspects
Acreage: 3.4

Setting (choose only one of the following):
Urban __x Suburban Town Village Hamlet Rural

Briefly describe the property’s overall setting, including any notable landscape features:

Villa Heights stands on a large parcel of land, approximately 3.4 acres, bordered on the South and East sides by a
cluster of trees, on the West by a park owned by the City of Roanoke, and by row of houses on the North side.
The landscape features a forecourt in front of the main facade as well as a playground and basketball court on
the Northeast side of the property. A very large Oak tree is positioned directly in front of the main fagade.

There are no extant detached outbuildings.
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3. Architectural Description
Architectural Style(s): Federal style, Classical Revival
style

If the property was designed by an architect, landscape architect, engineer, or other professional, please
list here: Unknown

If the builder is known, please list here:

Date of construction (can be approximate): Ca. 1820

Narrative Description:

In the space below, briefly describe the general characteristics of the entire property, such as its current
use (and historic use if different), as well as the primary building or structure on the property (such as a
house, store, mill, factory, depot, bridge, etc.). Include the architectural style, materials and method(s) of
construction, physical appearance and condition (exterior and interior), and any additions, remodelings,
or other alterations.

Villa Heights, also known as the Compton-Bateman House, is a circa 1820 house, originally built as a wood-
frame brick-clad, central-corridor, single-pile, two-story structure, which was originally used as a homestead
along a large tract of farmland in an undeveloped part of the eatly Virginia frontier. The single pile plan was
elaborated upon at some point during the late 19* century with an addition that incorporated a kitchen and
lavatory. In 1925, it underwent a substantial rehabilitation involving new architectural details in the Classical
Revival Style. These details included fluted pilasters and Doric columns along a new, dramatic two-story portico
with a deep entablature complete with block modillions along a wide and shallow front-facing gable. Placed in
the center of the gable is a small oculus window. The front door has a demi-lune transom window above and
flanking square side-panel windows. The cornice detailing follows the perimeter of the structure’s roofline. All of
these details were presumably part of the 1920s remodeling.

Within the house, the 1925 additions include an elaborate Neo Classical mantel trim (with fluted column plinths),
fluted Doric column room “dividers” marking the entrance to the Living Room, picture and chair rail molding,
base trim and fluted door and window molding, and hardwood paneled doors throughout.

In 1958, the structure was sold from private owners to the City of Roanoke to be used as an after-school
recreational facility for children. Under the City’s ownership, the structure gained several more additions,
including a shingle-clad structure in the back to accommodate an ADA-accessible bathroom, a cinderblock
“recreational room” space to the rear-left of the main entrance with an ADA-accessible ramp, and a pair of
exterior public restrooms. In addition, the brick exterior (which had remained exposed since the building’s
construction) was painted over throughout the building.

In 2007, the property was vacated by the City of Roanoke and has sat empty ever since. In 2011, a fire
succumbed part of the west half of the building, predominantly affecting a section of the ca. 1920s roof,
including the rafters, and sections of the second-floor near the southwest corner of the house and rear addition.
Throughout the interior of the building, as a result of the fire, large sections of paint and wallpaper and small
pieces of plaster burned off from the heat of the flames. Few, if any of these wall finishes, however, were original
to the house.

As a result of both the fire and the subsequent years of vacancy and weather infiltration, the impressive house
known as Villa Heights is in a state of disrepair with boarded-up windows, scattered debris on the interior,
significant water and fire damage on the upper rear right side of the structure, and general deterioration
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throughout. Yet even in this condition, much of the historic architectural integrity remains in tact with a solid
brick foundation and Flemish bond walls on all sides of the main block, original tree-trunk floor joists on the
first level, and hardwood flooring, trim, doors, and other design details largely all intact but with some in-kind
restoration needed. The original window apertures are intact, with evidence of nine-over-nine single-sash
windows, yet only one set of original window sash appears to be extant.

Briefly describe any outbuildings or secondary resources (such as barns, sheds, dam and mill pond,
storage tanks, scales, railroad spurs, etc.), including their condition and their estimated construction dates.

There are no extant detached outbuildings.

4. Property’s History and Significance
In the space below, briefly describe the history of the property, such as significant events, persons,
and/or families associated with the property. Please list all sources of information used to research the
history of the property. (It is not necessary to attach lengthy articles or family genealogies to this form.)

If the property is important for its architecture, engineering, landscape architecture, or other aspects of
design, please include a brief explanation of this aspect.

Villa Heights, also known as the Compton-Bateman House, stands on land originally acquired by William
McClanahan Sr. (1740-1819) in 1779 when he obtained an inclusive grant for land on the North side of the
Roanoke River. The whole 1,690 acres he acquired was ultimately divided between his sons, Elijah and James.
Elijah’s share of the estate was the 814-acre tract known as “Long Meadow”, conveyed to him by his father in
1807. Today this tract lies on both sides of 24™ Street, bounded on the south by the Roanoke River and
ultimately became the location of Villa Heights.

William McClanahan Sr. was a lieutenant colonel of the American Revolutionary War. He was also active in local
political life serving as both deputy sheriff and sheriff in the late 1700’s. Today his namesake, McClanahan Street
is a prominent Roanoke City Street.

Colonel Elijah McClanahan (serving in the War of 1812), owned most of the land that ultimately became the
Northwest section of Roanoke City, which included “Long Meadow”. He married Agatha Lewis, daughter of
Colonel Andrew Lewis (a prominent soldier of Colonial Virginia and brigadier general in the American
Revolutionary War) and had five children. Colonel McClanahan served as a justice when Roanoke County,
Virginia, was formed from part of Botetourt County and was later appointed the first high sheriff. He was also
among the trustees chosen at the founding of the town of Salem, among the founding elders of Salem
Presbyterian Church (Salem, VA), and was one of the largest landholders in the county.

In 1820, Elijah built a house on the site of “Long Meadow” for the sum of $2,700. This would have been a
substantial amount of money at the time and it was able to afford the construction of a large brick two-story
structure on an already impressive tract of land. His family owned the house and land for several decades
thereafter before it was transferred in ownership to several other families during the 19" century. One of the
subsequent families was the son of Colonel Maurice H. Langhorne (War of 1812), a prominent family from
Lynchburg, VA, who inherited the house and land in 1868 from a family trust.

Villa Heights’ alternative name of the “Compton-Bateman House” originated with the last two private owners of
the structure before it was gifted to the City of Roanoke in 1958. The Compton Family, consisting of Charles
W. Compton (1865-1937) and Sallie Stine Compton (1871 Clarke Co VA — 1942 Shenandoah VA) lived in
the house at the turn of the 20™ century until it was sold to the Bateman family in 1923.

Although he began as a farmer, Charles Bateman worked for over thirty years as a wholesale coal broker,
according to census records.
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From 1923-1953, Villa Heights belonged to the Ernest E. Bateman family. After Bateman’s first wife Malissa A.
Firestone, died in 1936, he married her sister, Georgia Boone Firestone, in 1940. The Firestone sisters were the
daughters of Paulina C. Moomaw Firestone and Joseph J. Firestone. Paulina Moomaw’s Botetourt County family
were pioneers in the fruit industry. They started the first commercial growing and fruit canning industry in
Virginia in 1867. It was not only the first enterprise of its kind in Virginia, but one of the first in the United
States. By 1958, descendents of the Bateman family deeded the property to the City of Roanoke Parks and
Recreation and it became known as the Villa Heights Recreation Center.

For these reasons, Villa Heights is eligible under Criterion B for Historic Register eligibility for its association
with the lives of significant persons in our past.

In addition to its association with prominent figures of Virginia’s history, Villa Heights is an impressive example
of a Federal-style brick structure with 1920s Classical Revival details. With its monumental portico, Doric
pilasters and columns, entrance fanlight and sidelights, the front fagade is both dramatic and architecturally
distinct. The interior is equally remarkable in its hardwood construction, wood molding, trim, door paneling, and
mantel designs. The central corridor, single-pile plan that comprised the original floor plan of the circa 1820
house is still intact (though the living room columned entry is in alteration from the 1920s). While there have
been several additions and alterations over the years, the house is a unique combination of early 19* century and
early 20" century American architecture. The house embodies the distinctive characteristics of building type,
period, and methods of construction. For these reasons, Villa Heights appears to be eligible for the National
Register under Criterion C in the area of Architecture.
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Property Ownership (Check as many categories as apply):
Private: Public\Local __ x Public\ State Public\Federal

Current Legal Owner(s) of the Property (If the property has more than one owner, please list each below
or on an additional sheet.)

name/title: Please see attached

organization:
street & number:

city or town: state: zip code:
e-mail: telephone:

Legal Ownert’s Signature: Date:
¢ ¢ Signature required for processing all applications. * *

In the event of corporate ownership you must provide the name and title of the appropriate contact person.
Contact person:

Daytime Telephone:
Applicant Information (Individual completing form if other than legal owner of property)
name/title: Isabel Thornton
organization: Restoration Housing
street & number: __ 1116 Main Street, Suite B
city or town: __Roanoke state: VA zip code: 24015
e-mail: isabel@testorationhousing.org telephone: 540-797-0819

6. Notification
In some circumstances, it may be necessary for DHR to confer with or notify local officials of proposed
listings of properties within their jurisdiction. In the following space, please provide the contact information
for the local County Administrator or City Manager.
name/title: Please see attached
locality:
street & number:
city or town: state: zip code:
telephone:
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